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Dispatches From
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Ground Is Broken On Eisenhower Memorial
Construction Will Begin Immediately On Presidential Memorial
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Yesterday in Washington, Members of Congress and the Administration; members of the Eisenhower
Memorial Commission; the Eisenhower Family; and friends of the Eisenhower Memorial gathered to
celebrate the groundbreaking of the Eisenhower Memorial.

The event, emceed by Greta Van Susteren, featured the President’'s Own U.S. Marine Band Brass
Quintet; a Presentation of Colors by the Color Guard Unit from the USS Eisenhower; an Invocation by
Father Leo Blasi, Priest at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Hays, Kansas, and vocals by
teenagers Emma and Annie Bathurst of Abilene, Kansas, Eisenhower’s home town.

Speaking at yesterday's ceremony were: Senator Pat Roberts and Congressman Mike Thompson,
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Eisenhower Memorial, respectively; Susan Eisenhower; and First
Captain of the West Point Corps of Cadets, Simone Askew. In his remarks, Senator Roberts, observed:

“We build this memorial today not only to honor a single person, but as a symbol for all generations of the

greatness of America and what our values have made possible at home and abroad,” Roberts said. “Lest

anyone forget what can be achieved in the land of the free and the home of the brave, let them come here
and understand what Eisenhower, and America, have done. And what they, in turn, will do for themselves

and for our nation’s future.”

Groundbreaking participants included members of three generations of the Eisenhower family, ten
members of the bipartisan Eisenhower Memorial Commission; and memorial designer, Frank Gehry.

Following yesterday's ceremony, memorial designer Mr. Gehry, commented,
"This project has been an enormous honor for me both professionally and personally. | was sixteen years
old when Eisenhower defeated the Nazis and led America to victory in WWII. | had lost thirty-three

members of my family in the camps, so his victory was all the more meaningful to me. His leadership in
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peacetime was as inspiring. He led the country with strength, but also with great humanity and humility. |
hope that these values are captured in the memorial, and that it will be a place to honor and to learn from
one of the greatest heroes that the world has ever known."

During yesterday's ceremony, Senator Roberts announced that the Construction Permit to begin building

the memorial has been granted by the National Park Service and that construction will commence
immediately.

Dedication of the memorial is envisioned for the 75 Anniversary of VE Day, May 8, 2020.
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Commissioners
Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS), Chair

Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA),
Vice Chair

Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV)
Sen. Gary Peters (D-Ml)

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS)
Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-TX)
Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID)

Rep. Sanford Bishop, Jr. (D-GA)
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Chair Emeritus
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Craig & Dorothy Stapleton

To view the full list of donors,
visit our virtual donor wall.
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David Eisenhower

Advisory Committee

Honorary Presidential
Advisors

Jimmy Carter

George H. W. Bush

Bill Clinton

George W. Bush

Nancy Reagan (1921 - 2016)

Honorary Vice Presidential
Advisors

Walter Mondale
Dan Quayle

Al Gore

Dick Cheney

Finance Campaign
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Mary Jean Eisenhower

Advisory Committee
Leadership

Gen. P. X. Kelley, USMC (Ret.),
Co-Chair

Frank Fahrenkopf, Co-Chair

Leonard Boswell, Vice Chair

Secretaries of State

Henry Kissinger

George Shultz

James Baker, Il

Madeleine Albright

General Colin Powell, USA (Ret.)

Condoleezza Rice

Secretaries of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld

Frank Carlucci

Bob Gates

Leon Panetta

Chuck Hagel

Governors
Sam Brownback
Dirk Kempthorne
Paul Laxalt

Frank Murkowski

Senate Majority Leaders
Tom Daschle

Bob Dole

Bill Frist

Trent Lott

George Mitchell

Former Members of Congress
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Nancy Kassebaum Baker

Beverly Butcher Byron

Bob Bennett (1933 - 2016)
Tom Downey

Newt Gingrich

Paul Laxalt

Joe Lieberman

Blanche L. Lincoln
Ray McGrath
Frank Murkowski
Jim Slattery

Todd Tiahrt

Senior Presidential Officials
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Erskine Bowles

Nicholas F. Brady

William Coleman (1920 - 2017)
C. Boyden Gray

Alan Greenspan

Ed Meese

William Webster

Military Leaders

Lt. Gen. Tom Mclnerney, USAF
(Ret.)

Gen. Richard Myers, USAF (Ret.)

VAdm. Ann E. Rondeau, USN
(Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, USAF
(Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Richard Trefry, USA
(Ret.)
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T. Boone Pickens, Jr.
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John Whitehead (1922 - 2015)

Leaders of Arts & Culture
Tom Brokaw
Harold Burson

Barbaralee Diamonstein-
Spielvogel

Tom Hanks

Norman Lear

Distinguished Americans

John Duke Anthony
Merrill Eisenhower Atwater

Judy Burgess
Gerry Cassidy

Andy Demetriou

Adriana Echavarria-Eisenhower
Larry Field
Lou Galambos

Jane Gosden
Larry Harlow

Vernon Jordan
David Keene
Tom Korologos

Tom Lorentzen

Frank Luntz

Tim McGivern

Ralph Mecham

Paul O’Day (1935 - 2017)
Roswell B. Perkins
Donald Putnam

Gil Robinson
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John Shlaes (1942 - 2015)

Jill Sommers

C. Langhorne Washburn
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(1918 - 2011)

Creative Team

Frank O. Gehry,
Memorial Designer

Sergey Eylanbekov, Sculptor

Tomas Osinski,
Tapestry Designer

Gehry Partners - AECOM,
Joint Venture

Local Projects, E-Memorial
Designer

Roy Rosenzweig Center for
History and New Media,
Teacher Resources Developer

E-Memorial Content Committee
Kim Barbieri

Michael Birkner

George Colburn

Lou Galambos

Daun van Ee

Subject Matter Experts
West Point. Carlo D’Este
D-Day: Adrian Lewis
NATO: Gregory Pedlow

Winning The Presidency: William
Pickett

Waging Peace: Jack Foust
Matlock, Jr.

Little Rock: David Nichols

Space Race: Roger Launius

Legacy Organizations

The American Assembly at
Columbia University

The Eisenhower Institute at
Gettysburg College

The Eisenhower Fellowships

The Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Presidential Library and Museum
The Eisenhower Foundation

People to People International

Partners

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Presidential Library

U.S. National Park Service

U.S. National Archives

You are receiving this email because you or your organization have shown an interest in the Dwight D.
Eisenhower National Memorial and related activities.

Our mailing address is:

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commission
1629 K Street, NW

Suite 801

Washington, DC 20006
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Website:
EisenhowerMemorial.gov
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